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IN fliis country, the ryots have hardly any fecure
leaf"u>; they uere allowed a certain portion of the
crop to maintain their families and their cattle, but
feem not to have been entrufted with the feed for
next feafon, that being furnifhed by the proprietor.
The proportion of produce allowed the peafant muft,
according to the foil, have always been very differ-
ent. The barreniiefs of the lands, the difficulty of
cultivation, and the failure or abundance of a crop,
always affect the portion left to the hufbandman,

IN countries plentifully fupplied with water, the
labour of the hulbandman is diminished, while his
crops are more abundant; but on the coaft of Co-
romaxtdel, where the foil is thin and faiidy, and the
water fcarce, greater exertion is required j and the
reeompence is much lefe confiderable. From the
circumftance of there toeing no leafe ftriclly adhered
to, the condition of the peafant is nearly the fame,
whatever be the produce of his labour; he is univer-
fally poor. His houfe, cloathing, and implements of
every kind, frequently do not amount to the value of
a pound flerling. Univcrfal poverty and nakednefs
is the charafteriftic of nine tenths of all the people,
not Britilh fubjeSs, in Hindoftan; but you muft not
conclude that this is accompanied with the fame de-
gree of iu&ering and wretchednefs that would be
felt in a fimilar ftate of indigence in Europe* Their
wants are here few: cloathing is hardly necefiary for
eight months of the year: drink is unknown beyond
fhc (implc beverage of water; and the fimplicity of
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